
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

CABERNET MERLOT 
B A R O S S A  V A L L E Y  / 2 0 20 

 

TASTING NOTES 
Vibrant and clear purple red hues. A vibrant expression of dark 

red berries and black plums with perfumed spice and a hint of 

earthy pencil character adding depth and complexity. The 

palate is bright, medium bodied and fluid, a real intensity and 

drive to the structure with very fine-grained velvety tannins 

carrying fresh dark mulberries and blackberries through a 

spicy, slight vanillin palate.  The finish is seamless and long, 

providing an elegant close to the wine. 

  

 

 
VINEYARD NOTES 
Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot and a touch of Cabernet Franc is a 

classic blend so enjoyed by wine lovers all over the world.  The 

fruit for this wine was predominantly sourced from estate 

grown vineyards in the village of Bethany, the heart of Bethany 

Wines.  The resulting wine shows bright fruit characters 

combined with a fresh and persistent framework of fine-grained 

tannins.  It demonstrates the finesses and elegance possible 

with grapes grown on the Eastern edge of the Barossa Ranges. 

 

 

 

VINTAGE REPORT 
2020 was a year of significantly reduced yield in the Barossa in 

general and specifically at Bethany.  This was partly due to a 

hot, dry December and early- mid-January which was like 2019.  

Careful soil moisture monitoring was beneficial in allowing 

Bethany to manage soil moisture in the most efficient way 

possible.  The major impact on the reduced yield was the highly 

variable temperatures and weather conditions in spring 2019. 

The resulting crop was very small even by recent low yield 

standards but critically the quality was very high with good 

natural acidity, excellent colour and tannin structure leading to 

some magnificent wines. 

 

 

WINEMAKING REPORT 

Each parcel was individually fermented with a high percentage 

of whole berry inclusion to maximise fruit expression.  

Fermentation lasted 7-10 days depending on the parcel and 

twice daily hand pump overs or irrigations ensured a gentle 

extraction of tannin, flavour and colour.  At the end of 

maceration, the wine was pressed to a combination of seasoned 

and new (10%) French oak to mature for 12 months. 

 

REGION 

Barossa Valley 
 

BLEND 

58% Cabernet Sauvignon, 
32% Merlot, 10% Cabernet 
Franc 

 
ACIDITY 

6.3 g/L 
 

ALCOHOL / VOLUME 

14.3 % 
 

RESIDUAL SUGAR 

<1.0 g/L 
 

CELLAR POTENTIAL 

7 – 15 years 
 
WINEMAKER 

Alex MacClelland 
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